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(Lead-in

Do you own any Samsung products? What do you think of the company/brand name?

What do you know of South Korean and/or Asian culture in general?

( Read and try to understand the text below without using a dictionary.
Bowing Out
An article by Michael Schuman, IN Time, May 5, 2008
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Az űrlap alja

Tycoons in South Korea have always been more than rich people. Inside their vast conglomerates, they are worshipped like demigods, their every word is law. In the country at large, these titans of industry, though often distrusted, are celebrated as men who transformed an impoverished backwater into a modern nation with the world’s 13th largest economy. This week, however, one of the most powerful fell from his pedestal. Lee Kun Hee, 66, the chairman of Samsung Electronics, shocked South Korea by resigning after being indicted for tax evasion and breach of trust. 
Under Lee’s guidance, Samsung roared to the forefront of the global electronics industry as one of the world’s largest makers of LCD panels, microchips and mobile phones. Yet, amid this high technology, Lee increasingly appeared an anachronism, a throwback to an earlier age, when a few dominant personalities managed Korea’s economic miracle. A shadowy figure rarely seen in public, Lee wielded tremendous authority within Samsung Group, a conglomerate with $150 billion in annual revenue. But foreign investors came to see him as an obstacle to the reform needed to transform Samsung from a family-dominated fiefdom into a professionally managed corporation responsible for its shareholders.
Lee’s departure (his top lieutenant, wife, and son and heir apparent also resigned positions at Samsung) may finally allow that process to begin – and could set a precedent throughout Asia, where family-run companies have long resisted transparency and greater accountability. As a major shareholder, Lee may continue to influence Samsung. But his decision to resign, even before a trial, for the greater good of the company he ran is an unprecedented act in South Korea and is an example that business leaders throughout Asia may find hard to ignore. When Lee announced he was stepping down in a televised speech, he told South Koreans he was “taking all the mistakes of the past with me.” His decisions may mark the end of an era for an Asian style capitalism that has outlived its usefulness. 
(Tasks

Match the words with their meanings.

	1) amid
	A) something that is similar to something that existed in the past, or belongs to the past

	2) breach of trust
	B) the quality of being easy to understand or know about

	3) anachronism
	C) a very quiet place not influenced by outside events or new ideas - used to show disapproval

	4) backwater
	D) an action in which someone does something that people have trusted them not to do

	5) unprecedented
	E) someone or something that seems to belong to the past, not the present

	6) throwback
	F) responsibility for the effects of actions

	7) transparency
	G) among or surrounded by things

	8) accountability
	H) never having happened before


Explain what the author means by…

“fell from his pedestal”
“impoverished backwater”

“shadowy figure”

“his top lieutenant”

“outlived its usefulness”

Fill in the gaps in the executive summary of the article. 

Asia is characterized by family-dominated _________ . Last week, the chairman of Samsung ________ which could ________ the emergence of ___________ managed corporations with greater ___________ and ___________ . Lee Kun Hee was __________ for tax evasion. Foreign investors considered him an __________ to the much needed reforms. The __________ can mark the end of an era and set an __________ for business leaders throughout Asia where old-style capitalism __________ its usefulness. 
(Discussion

“The resignation of Samsung’s chairman marks the end of an era.” Do you agree/disagree? Why? 

( Presentation 

You are a news reporter to the CNN. Summarize the article in no more than 3-4 short sentences as best as you can. 
(Writing assignment 

Based on the information in the article describe briefly the old-style Asia pointing out both the drawbacks and benefits. (100-150 words)

(Cards to make

worshipped like demigods 

transform an impoverished backwater

fall from one’s pedestal

being indicted fro tax evasion

roared to the forefront

appear an anachronism

shadowy figure

wield authority

see someone as an obstacle (to)

set a precedent

transparency and accountability

an unprecedented act

step down

mark the end of an era

outlive its usefulness

(Key

1-G, 2-D, 3-E, 4-C, 5-H, 6-A, 7-B, 8-F

cease to be a highly respected figure; a poor place where nothing happens and which no one is particularly concerned about; a person who is always in the background and therefore no one knows a lot about; his right hand put in a military expression; existed longer than it should have been and being no use anymore

fiefdoms, resigned, signal, professionally, transparency/accountability, transparency/accountability, indicted, obstacle, resignation, example, outlived

Gondjaid vannak a hallás utáni szövegértéssel? 

Fejlődj Auditív Adatbázisunkkal – bárhol is laksz. 

Ingyenes mintaszövegek: www.angolnyelvtanitas.hu/auditiv.php 
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