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Conversation Starters

We sometimes need a perfect icebreaker at a party or in a pub. These bits will make you the most interesting person in the room or at the table. Handle them with care. 
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How to use this for English learning purposes? 
You can cut these out and make cards. Depending on your English language level use the easier or more difficult ones.
( When you learn individually

1. Once or twice a day pick a card and read it. (If possible, aloud.)

2. Ask a question based on the information on the card.

3. Answer the question by either

· giving your opinion (if you agree or not and to what extent)

· telling a story that happened to you or you read/heard

It’s even more interesting to learn if you decide on which sort of answer you will give before reading the card. For example, you can decide beforehand whether you will agree or disagree with the statement on the card.

It’s best to answer your own questions about the statements aloud or at least by formulating the words silently. 

You can also use these bits as topics for writing tasks if you want to improve your writing skills. 

( When you learn with someone

You can simply pick a card and discuss it. But a less obvious way to play this game is as follows:
1. Decide whether you will (A) try to reach a conclusion or (B) always try to argue with what the other says. Arguing is more interesting but also a bit more difficult. Take turns when you argue. 

2. One of you picks a card and reads it.

3. Start a conversation with the purpose of either (A) or (B).
And a more competitive way to play is as follows.
1. Each of you picks a card.

2. One of you starts a conversation by using his/her card.
3. The other has to direct the conversation so that he/she can use the card he/she picked. If successful in three minutes, he/she scores a point. The conversations should be as natural as possible. Do not force the twist in the conversation.
4. Pick another card. Take turns in starting the conversation.

5. Whoever first scores three points is the winner. 

(The twists in the conversation can be funny but this game requires a little creativity.)

	1. One-third of Americans believe in ghosts, and nearly one in four believe they've actually seen one or felt its presence.

	2. The number of naked sleepwalkers among hotel guests in Britain has increased sevenfold over the last year, according to the hotel chain Travelodge.

	3. 24 percent of employees would fire their boss if given the opportunity.

	4. Twenty-two percent of people have spread a rumor about a coworker, according to a study from careerbuilder.com.

	5. 48 percent of 20- to 29-year-olds think you can be in love with more than one person at a time.

	6. Skirts, dresses, even coats are creeping way up. Old mini lengths were about 3 inches above the knee. Now they're around 5 inches.

	7. Producers of an off-Broadway show in New York City called "My First Time" are giving away free tickets to anyone who can prove that they are a virgin. A hypnotist will screen people in line to determine their status.

	8. 34 million households in the U.S. are maintained by single women.

	9. The majority of young Brits would rather give up sex, coffee, alcohol, or chocolate than live without their cell phone for a month, according to a recent survey.

	10. People will eat up to 50% more of a snack if it's labeled "low fat," according to Cornell University researchers.

	11. Despite previous reports, women don't talk that much more than men do.

	12. An Italian town is paying overweight women about $70 for losing seven pounds, while men will receive the same amount for dropping nine pounds.

	13. The five-second rule can't be trusted. Food dropped on a dirty carpet immediately takes up 10,000 bacteria per square centimeter. But left for a full minute, food collects 10 times more germs! The verdict: Every second counts.

	14. 55 percent of men admit to telling a date "I love you" simply to have sex.

	15. Americans detect a person's emotions by looking at his or her mouth. Other cultures, like the Japanese, focus more on the eyes.

	16. 50 percent of Americans say that if cash were tight, cable TV would be the first thing to go. For 67 percent, ditching the car would be a last resort.

	17. On average, people tell one to two lies a day with the intention of deceiving.

	18. The number of male births in the U.S. has steadily decreased over the past 30 years. The scary reality: There are 135,000 fewer guys today than in 1970, so the dating pool is shrinking.

	19. Universities are jumping on the smoking-ban bandwagon: more than 40 campuses are now smoke-free, and others are considering outlawing smoking.

	20. We take pleasure in hearing about a celeb's blunder because, unconsciously, we want them to falter just like we do. That way, they seem more human and not so special.

	21. Firstborns get 20 to 30 more minutes of quality time per day with parents than younger sibs.

	22. There's almost as much bacteria on a shopping cart handle or vending machine button as there is on a public restroom surface.

	23. One company is now selling a soap called Shower Shock that delivers two coffee cups' worth of caffeine per shower.

	24. At her wedding, a bride in Austria jokingly answered "no" instead of "yes" when asked if she wanted to marry the groom. The official broke off the ceremony and refused to resume, even though she begged him and burst into tears.

	25. 49% of employees feel that their relationship with their boss has a direct impact on their productivity.

	26. Guys benefit healthwise from marriage more than women do. Researchers believe it's because women may remind their mates about good health practices, such as seeing the doctor and exercising. Women stay healthy even when single because they tend to have more supportive social networks.

	27. The next time you hear a guy complaining that women are such bad drivers, set him straight! According to a recent U.S. road risk analysis, men have a 77 percent higher risk of dying in a car accident than women. The authors of the study said this is because men tend to take more risks, such as speeding and driving under the influence.


Még több szóbeli feladat a Feladat Adatbázisban!

www.angolnyelvtanitas.hu/adatbazis.php
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