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Sweet and sour tale of the miracle berry 
Based on an article from The First Post, Apr 28, 2008 -- www.thefirstpost.co.uk
I. Fill in the gaps with words from the table. There are 15 words but only 10 gaps. (10 marks)

	A) for
	B) called
	C) later
	D) that
	E) instead

	F) until
	G) of
	H) around
	I) despite
	J) call

	K) ago
	L) in
	M) off
	N) what
	O) while


Lemons that taste like sugared cakes? Vinegar that tastes like cola? Sweet cheese? It's true – I've tasted all _(1)___ them. I just needed a small berry in my mouth. I rolled it around _(2)___ about a minute, and anything sour tasted sweet. No wonder they _(3)___ it the Miracle Berry. 

Thirty years _(4)___, Robert Harvey, an American businessman discovered Synsepalum dulcificum, a wild berry grown in West Africa. This plant can turn sour food and drink sweet, and, _(5)___ is more important, high-calorie junk foods into zero-calorie tasty treats. 

_(6)___ Harvey was working away in his New England laboratories _(7)___ the early 70’s, he realised _(8)___ it would be possible to use the berry _(9)___ of sugar. It would be a safe alternative to artificial sweeteners –little white pills of chemical mixes–, which were introduced at _(10)___ the same time. 
II. Match the beginnings (1-5) and endings (A-F) of the sentences. Be careful! There is an extra ending that you do not need!  (5 marks)

Harvey and his colleagues were able to find the berry's 'miracle' ingredient. 
	1) Before they were ready to sell it as a product,  ...
	A)
	they had created success.

	2) They coated some sugarless ice lollies ...
	B)
	and mixed the two groups up.

	3) Then they took sugar-coated ice lollies ...
	C)
	they had to try it with several people.

	4) The two types were handed out ...
	D)
	to the sugared ones, which showed that the product would be successful.

	5) Result? All the kids preferred the Miracle Berry lollies ...
	E) 
	with the berry ingredient.

	
	F)
	to schoolchildren in a Boston playground.


III. Are the statements below true (T), false (F) or not mentioned (N) ?  (7 marks)

Harvey was ecstatic: "It’s not bad for the teeth and there are no calories. It’s junk food without the junk!" And there were more important reasons to be happy: the businessman was sitting on a billion dollar project, so it was easy to find top companies ready to co-operate. It all looked very promising: Reynolds Metal would make the aluminium wrappings for lollies and ice cream. Barclays Bank joined in, as well as the mighty Prudential. Harvey had hundreds of thousands of miracle berry plants growing in Jamaica. The American Federal Drugs Administration (FDA) had a good opinion of the product.

And then it got nasty. In the autumn of 1973 somebody broke into Harvey's office and stole the precious documents. "This was a professional job," Harvey recalls. "When the police arrived we saw that none of the building's locks had been broken." 
Then came the real shock. In 1974, the FDA suddenly changed its mind about the Miracle Berry product. In the most brutal way, the FDA decided that shops should stop selling the products at once. 
Who was behind all that? We may never know, but there are some possible answers. What is certain, however, is that Harvey has almost lost all his money, and today the Miracle Berry remains just a party trick.
1. Harvey noticed a good business opportunity.
_______

2. Large companies wanted to work together with Harvey. 
_______

3. The FDA thought that the product was unhealthy.
_______

4. Barclays Bank helped Harvey to buy miracle berry plants.
_______

5. The person who stole the documents went in through the window. 
_______
6. Harvey and his colleagues didn’t expect that the FDA would 
change its mind.
_______

7. You can find the miracle berry ingredient in party foods today.
_______
(((
This is the end of the test.

Check your answers with the help of the key and count your marks.

(((
KEY:

I

1 G of; 
2 A for; 
3 J call ; 
4 K ago, 
5 N what; 
6 O while; 
7 L in; 
8 D that; 
9 E instead; 
10 H around
II

1 C; 2 E; 3 B; 4 F; 5 D
III
1 T; 2 T; 3 F; 4 N; 5 N; 6 T; 7 F
(((
If you scored 17 marks or more: FIRST CLASS PASS! Excellent job, your English is great! Now don’t neglect your foreign language skills. 
If you scored 13 marks or more: CONGRATULATIONS! You have passed the exam! 

If you scored less than 13 marks: don’t worry, it only takes a little more practice! 
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