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By McClain J.and Angela R. – adapted from the original in the online edition of Teen Ink (www.teenink.com)

1. Are the statements below true (T) or false (F)? (6 marks)
“Are We There Yet?” is the title of his latest movie. The man known as Ice Cube is already there - at the top.

Ice Cube is the nickname of 35-year-old O’Shea Jackson. He became famous as a gangster rap musician in the’90s and has recently started writing and starring in movies. Do you have his CDs? Are you planning to see his latest movie? Ice Cube has got a message for you. 

( CHILDHOOD
A[ngela]: Who were the most important people to you when you were a child?

I was lucky to have my father and brother with me. My brother is nine years older than myself. I looked up to both of them because they were always there when I needed help. If you live in South Central Los Angeles, you have to be careful about all the traps of city life. So I have to say my father and my brother had the biggest influence on me. 

M[cClain]: What has been the most difficult in your life?

A lot of people think that they are the best and they don't trust you. You have to win a lot of awards before they respect what you can do. So, you always have to show that you can do it. That’s been the biggest obstacle. 

A: Did you have any teachers at school who supported you?

Oh, yeah. There were teachers who were happy with us because we wanted to get a better education, so we worked hard. These teachers wanted to help, and there was a difference.

M: Did you have a favorite subject or teacher?

Yes, we had government class at school. It was one of my favorite classes. As a child, you think politics is not about your life - Republican this, Democrat that. If you come from South Central L. A., you have bigger things to worry about. Until somebody explains it to you and show you how it really works.

I learned a lot in my government class. I learned a lot about how the world works, how this country works, you know. I liked that, because I got something that I can use in my life.

Ice Cube is a successful artist.
_____

Ice Cube's brother was more important to him than his father.
_____

You can get into lots of trouble if you live in South Central Los Angeles.
_____

All the teachers wanted to help him when he was at school.
_____

It was easy for him to make people respect him.
_____

Ice Cube liked to learn about politics.
_____

2. Match the interviewer's questions with the answers. There is ONE question that you DO NOT need. (5 marks)
A) Did you write this movie?

B) Do you think music should be censored?

C) What is your music like?

D) Should kids be allowed to listen to your songs?

E) Who is Nick?

F) Can you tell us something about your latest movie?

( ABOUT HIS JOB

M: _(1)_____________________________?

I would describe my music as reality-based gangster rap. I mean, that’s really what it is. 

A: _(2)_____________________________?

No, I think censorship is dangerous because it takes away questions. Who are the censors? What do they know? Censorship is bad because you have people censoring people.

A: _(3)_____________________________?

I think all art should have age limits, you know? There is nothing wrong with putting age limits on things. Yeah, kids see bad things in the media, but that don’t necessarily make them bad people in the end.

M: _(4)_____________________________?

It’s coming out January 21 and it's called “Are We There Yet?”. I play a guy called Nick, who is a bachelor. He doesn’t want to get married and he doesn’t really like kids. Then he meets this girl and it is love at first sight. She has two kids, an eight-year-old and a 10-year-old. He doesn’t like them and the kids don’t like him because he is the new guy. So I, Nick, make a plan because my friends tell me "if the kids hate you, the mother won’t date you".

M: _(5)_____________________________?

Yeah. Yeah, you know, for everything I do, I try to put my hand on it because a lot of these movies are just not written for me. You know what I mean? So I try to put my ideas in it. 

3. Give SHORT answers. (5 marks)
Why couldn't Ice Cube see the monitor on the stage?

What covered the jean suit that a fan has given to him?

Does he ever wear it?

How many sisters do Ice Cube's sons have?

What is important if you want to be a good parent?

( THE PERSON BEHIND THE STAR

A: Everybody makes mistakes and sometimes we feel really bad about it. What is the most embarrassing moment of your life?

Let me see, I fell off the stage once. I think that’s one of the most embarrassing things you can do, because you have 18, 000 people looking. We were in Chicago and when we came out there was too much smoke at the front of the stage. There are these monitors which play the music back for you. And the smoke covered the monitor, so when I came out and tried to get very close to the edge of the stage, I stepped over the monitor and went into the pit. What a shame.

A: You probably get thousands of fan letters and e-mails a week. What’s the funniest mail you ever received?

Someone sent me a jean suit, that is, a pair of jeans and a jean jacket. And it had all my articles, photos and pictures from magazines sewn all over it. It is the craziest thing I ever got. But people would say I'm an idiot if I wore them.

M: I think your kids are pretty lucky based on what I have heard. 

I have four kids: a son who just turned 18, a 13-year-old son, a 10-year-old daughter and a four-year-old son. A lot of parents forget how it was to be a child. Never forget how it was to be their age– that is the key, and remember what you went through. 

4. These sentences are taken from the interview. Put sentences A–E in the gaps (1–5). (5 marks)
	A
	You'll never own anything better than your body.

	B
	Everything else is just a bigger version of that

	C
	Because it's fun.

	D
	Only other people can see you driving down the street.

	E
	Nobody is trying to help you.


( LIFE EXPERIENCE
M: What advice would you give to teens?

Slow down. Have fun. Be a teen. Because once you grow up, you can never go back. You know, all grown-ups wish they were teenagers. You know why? (1)____. Now is the time for you not to be so serious about the things in life.

You only have to be serious about what and who you want to be. When you are a kid, everybody is trying to help you with that. But when you are out in the world, you don’t know who you are. You are grown and nobody has sympathy for you. (2)____.

M: A lot of teens think that success is money, but what does success mean to you?

Good health, man. Nothing better than good health. If you are healthy, you are very successful. We have got a roof, we have got food, we have got clothes, we have got transportation. (3)____. More money you get, the more money you spend. You think it’s easy for me to say this. But, if your body is not healthy, then you are not going to enjoy that money anyway.

People have to look at their body as the best thing that they will ever have. (4) ___. I mean – I have six cars, but I can only drive one at a time. You know, you got this nice car, but you can’t see yourself in it. (5) ___. At some point you don't care about it. When you get it, you realize it doesn’t matter. 

(((
This is the end of the test.

Check your answers with the help of the key and count your marks.

(((
If you scored 17 marks or more: FIRST CLASS PASS! Excellent job, your English is great! Now don’t neglect your foreign language skills. 
If you scored 13 marks or more: CONGRATULATIONS! You have passed the exam! 

If you scored less than 13 marks: don’t worry, it only takes a little more practice! 

KEY

1

T, F, T, F, F, T
2

1-C, 2-B, 3-D, 4-F, 5-A 
3

Because there was a lot of smoke./Because the smoke covered the monitor. 
All his articles, photos and pictures from magazines. 
No (,because people would think he is an idiot).

One.

Don't forget that you were a child, too./Never forget how it was when you were a child./Remember what you went through when you were a child. 
4

C, E, B, A, D
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A tanulókártyák a szótárfüzet feletti görnyedést váltják fel. A velük való tanulás megfelel modern életritmusunknak és az agy működésének. Próbáld ki! www.angolnyelvtanitas.hu/tanulokartya.php

