

'My daddy is the man in the telly'

Based on the article by Rob Kemp, The Guardian, 1 Nov 2008

I. Fill in the gaps with ONLY ONE WORD. (6 marks)

Storybook Dads allows fathers in prison to record bedtime stories for their children. Rob Kemp went to Dartmoor to see how it works

Leon is a famous daddy. Or he is to his daughter. He ______ her favourite stories on television. In his DVD for the story Let's Go Home, Little Bear, Leon ______ a grey sweatshirt, his prison uniform. He reads to the camera. Sometimes the characters from the pages appear on the wall behind him. ______ the end of the tale, Leon asks his little girl to be good and to look ______ her mummy.

Leon is telling this bedtime story in Dartmoor prison. "He______ never met his daughter. She ______ even born when he went away. He is just the 'man in the telly' for her," says Sharon Berry, creator of Storybook Dads.

II. Fill in the gaps with the sentence endings (A-G). There is an extra ending that you do not need. (6 marks)

A survey by alltopbooks.com showed that one in three parents never reads bedtime stories, __(1)__. In Dartmoor, all the fathers have the time, and story-reading is a popular activity.

Domonic, one of Leon's friend in prison does the recording and editing. Domonic says: "At home I rarely read stories to my daughter, __(2)__ . She's five now and I don't remember how many recordings I've done.

"At first you feel a bit strange when you read a story out loud into a recorder. It's even worse when they play back your own voice. You make mistakes, __(3)__ . But her mum told me she loved the stories __(4)__ ."

Do you think the idea of playing with kids' toys is bad in prison? It's just the opposite. "When you make a story in here, or write your own, __(5)__ ," says Domonic. His co-editor, Chris, explains: "It's because you're doing something important __(6)__ . Domonic has learned a lot. He'd never used a computer before he came here."

A. but since I've been in here I've read her a lot

B. so I worked hard to make them better

C. you're doing something positive

D. because they don't have time

E. and the story sounds boring

F. but now I'm in prison 

G. and you're learning new skills

III. Answer the questions based on the information in the text.  (4 marks)

Terri Bailey is one of the six "civilians" who work on the project. He will miss Dominic when he's free to go. But Dominic is sure he will never return. "All this reminds you of what you're missing. I'd like to do a sound engineer or film editing job when I get out."

Storybook Dads is not only for prisoners. Berry started Storybook Soldiers in 2004. Today, military people record bedtime stories and messages to their families from Iraq and Afghanistan, just like the Leon and Dominic in Dartmoor. They don't pay to record stories on to audio CD, but there is a charge for those who want to record a story on to DVD.

Not every Storybook Dad wants to record a DVD. Bailey plays us a CD. It's an audio story by a prisoner from another jail. He cannot read or write but a prison visitor helped him to record Goldilocks and the Three Bears for his daughters. The visitor read each line and he copied her. Then the editors at Dartmoor edited out her voice and added sound effects. When he heard the finished version, the prisoner said "It is the best thing I have ever given my children".

1. What are Dominic's future plans? 
2. What do the people called Storybook Dads and people in the army have in common?
3. How did the prisoner tell the story with the help of a visitor?

4. What did the editors do with the recording? 
IV. Are these statements TRUE or FALSE based on the information in the text?  (5 marks)

1. Terry Bailey is in prison.
_______

2. Domonic wants to be with his family. 
_______

3. You have to pay to record a story on to DVD.
_______

4. The man who recorded the CD is in Dartmoor.
_______

5. The prisoner didn't listen to his recording. 
_______

(((
This is the end of the test.

Check your answers with the help of the key and count your marks.

(((
• TIP: You can visit storybookdads.org.uk for more information about the project.

KEY

I. reads/tells; wears; at; after; has/'s; wasn't
II. 1 – D; 2 – A; 3 – E; 4 – B; 5 – C; 6 – G (F is extra)

III. 1 He wants to work / get a job.
2 They are away from their families / they send messages and stories to their families.
3  He repeated the sentences.
4 They took away the visitor's voice and added sound effects.
IV. 1 – F; 2 – T; 3 – T; 4 – F; 5 – F

(((
If you scored 17 marks or more: FIRST CLASS PASS! Excellent job, your English is great! Now don’t neglect your foreign language skills. 
If you scored 13 marks or more: CONGRATULATIONS! You have passed the exam! 

If you scored less than 13 marks: don’t worry, it only takes a little more practice! 

A tanulókártyák a szótárfüzet feletti görnyedést váltják fel. A velük való tanulás megfelel modern életritmusunknak és az agy működésének. Próbáld ki! www.angolnyelvtanitas.hu/tanulokartya.php

