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Do you agree or disagree with the statements? In this part of the test you should have a discussion with your partner about 

A) new trends in family life.

1. People tend to marry and start a family later because they would rather make a career first. 
2. Couples have fewer children nowadays due to financial reasons.
3. Divorces are more tolerated nowadays than they were 50 years ago.
4. Broken families aren’t as happy as traditional ones. 
5. Modern society accepts couples living together without being married. 

6. Family members spend less time together because each of them is busy.  

7. Being an only child is a disadvantage.
8. Governments should support young couples starting a family. 

9. ……………………………………………………………….

B) travelling to a foreign country.

1. Although driving to a foreign country takes longer than flying, I prefer it to any other way of travelling. 

2. Due to budget airlines travelling by air is more affordable nowadays.

3. Travelling by air is just as safe as travelling by land.

4. Staying in a youth hostel or a bed and breakfast is less expensive than a hotel. 

5. Package holidays are less exciting than independently arranged journeys. 

6. In my opinion, nobody should go to countries that still require a visa.
7. Travelling by sea could be fascinating and I would like to try a cruise once.  

8. Trains are more comfortable because on a bus you can’t walk around or stretch your legs. 
9. …………………………………………………………………..

C) the increasing importance of information technology.

1. There are still lots of people who are incapable of using computers or word processors. 
2. The Internet is the best invention ever.
3. You should be computer-literate nowadays in order to make a career.

4. Communication is faster and more efficient in the modern age.

5. The rapidly expanding information technology makes people more distant and less humane.

6. E-mail communication has already replaced sending letters and faxes. 

7. You can become addicted to computer games.

8. Computers are very useful in learning but they can’t replace teachers.
9. …………………………………………………………………      

D) television channels and programmes. 
1. News channels provide up-to-date information.    
2. Public service channels are unnecessary and nobody watches them.

3. Violence on TV should be controlled more strictly.

4. Documentary channels like National Geographic are both useful and interesting. 
5. Music channels like MTV have a great influence on the young.   
6. There aren’t enough educational programs on TV.

7. TV commercials that interrupt movies are annoying. 

8. I find sitcoms relaxing after a hard and stressful day. 

9. ………………………………………………………….. 

E) educational problems.

1. Illiteracy is still a problem in developing countries.
2. Schools don’t have enough money for facilities like computer labs, libraries, or gyms. 
3. Teachers have a responsibility to set an example for students.

4. Instead of teaching useless subjects schools should concentrate on developing skills. 

5. Tests and exams are necessary because they measure progress and prepare for life. 

6. Foreign languages and computer science are the two most needed skills in life.  

7. Teachers should be better paid. 
8. Students’ workload is too heavy, teachers give too much homework. 
9. ………………………………………………………………….. 
F) health and illnesses.
1. Regular medical check-ups help avoid serious illnesses.

2. Hospitals need up-to-date equipment, well-trained nurses and doctors. 

3. Sometimes herbs and alternative treatments can be as effective as prescribed medicines. 

4. People tend to buy too many over-the-counter remedies.

5. There is an increasing number of overweight people worldwide.

6. Eating well and exercising regularly reduce stress and make you stay healthy.

7. Nowadays, people are starting to realise how harmful smoking is.

8. Drug use is overestimated among the young.  

9. …………………………………………………………………….
G) the pros and contras of country living and urban environment. 

1. High rise blocks make people more isolated.
2. Country living involves less stress in general.

3. In towns, you have to spend hours with commuting every day.

4. There are more opportunities for the young in towns.

5. Heavy traffic and air pollution damage your health.  
6. Town parks can’t make up for the loss of natural environment. 
7. If you live in the country you need to have a car on your own.

8. It is dangerous to walk in the street after dark in most towns. 

9. ……………………………………………………………………… 

H) the problems of the environment.

1. People should pay more attention to protecting the environment.    
2. Cars are responsible for most of the air pollution so we should use public transport more frequently. 
3. Many endangered species are now near extinction. 

4. We must stop cutting rainforests because it harms the planet.  

5. We had better shop for environment friendly goods.

6. By collecting household waste selectively and using recycled paper you do your share to protect the environment. 
7. I believe that climate change is an immediate threat due to global warming. 

8. Governments should invest in renewable energy such as wind mills or solar power.
9. ……………………………………………………………………  
I) different forms of entertainment. 

1. I’m not much of a theatre-goer, I don’t like dressing up or buying tickets in advance. 
2. Home-theatre systems successfully compete with cinemas nowadays.    

3. I only go to museums when I’m away on holiday.  

4. Television kills social life; people should go out or get together with their friends instead.

5. I prefer subtitled films to dubbed ones because it helps me practise English. 
6. Since books are so expensive people read less nowadays.  

7. I haven’t been to the opera yet but I would like to go sometime. 

8. Art galleries and exhibitions are not popular with young people.
9. ………………………………………………………………..

J) the role of fashion and clothing in everyday life.

1. Following blindly the latest fashions is a needless waste of money.

2. Women are more concerned with fashion and clothing than men.

3. I like wearing casual and comfortable clothes made of natural materials. 
4. You can pick up fashionable clothes in second-hand shops. 

5. People tend to judge you by what you wear.
6. The way people dress and the colours they wear reflect their personalities.

7. Accessories such as handbags, belts and jewellery are an essential part of fashion trends.
8. I’m convinced that some workplaces and professions should have strict dress codes.

9. …………………………………………………………….. 

K) sports and competitions.

1. Ball games like football, handball or volleyball develop a team spirit.
2. I’d rather watch sports than participate in them.

3. I don’t see the point of extreme sports, I think they are rather stupid and sooner or later they lead to accidents. 
4. Competitors who take drugs should be punished strictly. 

5. I find technical sports such as car racing pointless and rather boring. 
6. As sponsors use competitions to advertise their products, sports have become more commercial. 

7. Sports develop your self-discipline and help you get along in life. 
8. If athletes are well-provided financially they can concentrate on sports achievement.   

9. …………………………………………………………………
L) shopping habits.

1. I always prepare a shopping list before I go shopping.
2. I never check the sell-by date on food items because I trust the store.

3. Small shops will sooner or later close down because they can’t compete with hypermarkets and shopping centres.
4. Sometimes I go window-shopping with my friends to shopping centre.

5. I usually buy fresh vegetables at the local marketplace.

6. Sales and promotions can sometimes be deceitful. 

7. Buying goods on hire purchase/on credit is highly popular nowadays. 

8. I know people who regularly buy things on the Internet.  

9. ……………………………………………………………….. 

M) weather and climates. 

1. My favourite season is spring when all the flowers and trees start to bloom.
2. I don’t mind the weather as long as it is not very windy.

3. Even in our modern age weather forecasts are frequently inaccurate.  
4. Its constant warm temperature makes the Mediterranean climate very pleasant.    

5. I enjoy watching summer storms from a porch or a balcony.

6. Sunshine is cheerful but dull or foggy weather makes is depressing.  

7. There have been some drastic weather changes recently. 
8. Natural catastrophes are more frequent than ever. 
9. ……………………………………………………………….

N) crime and punishment.
1. Our criminal justice system inefficient, courts work painfully slowly.
2. We should concentrate on crime prevention.  
3. I’m against death penalty; I’d rather sentence someone to life for a serious crime.  
4. Drug dealing should be punished severely.

5. A person with stable moral values and a caring family is not likely to become a criminal.   

6. The police always investigate a crime but rarely make an arrest.       

7. The world must join forces to fight against terrorism and organised crime.
8. Women commit far less crime than men. 

9. ………………………………………………………………  
O) banking and personal finances.

1. Most people have a bank account for everyday finances. 
2. Banking is very profitable since banks charge rising fees for their services.
3. The interest rates are very low on current accounts and savings and high on loans.
4. Internet and telephone banking have been very popular recently.

5. I personally welcome bank cards as we don’t have to carry too much cash on us anymore.  
6. It takes half of your life to pay off the mortgage on your house. 
7. When you take out a bank loan you have to pass a serious background check.    

8. Debt is one of the main social problems of today.  
9. ………………………………………………………………..

P) different hobbies and free time activities.

1. Painting, woodwork or sculpting are for creative people.
2. People’s hobbies change as they grow older. 

3. Intellectual hobbies such as crossword puzzles, chess and reading develop you.
4. Outdoor hobbies like gardening, hiking or cycling are healthier than indoor ones.

5. I feel sorry for people who don’t have any hobbies. 

6. Collectors are emotionally attached to their collection.

7. Only rich people can afford expensive hobbies like sailing, water skiing or golf.   

8. You are exceptionally lucky when your hobby is your job.
9. ……………………………………………………………..

R) professions and earning a living.

1. White-collar jobs are a lot more popular among school leavers than blue-collar jobs.
2. A job is supposed to be satisfying and rewarding, and shouldn’t only be about making money. 
3. An ideal workplace allows people to share ideas and discuss problems freely. 

4. Connections are useful when you are looking for a job as the best positions are often not advertised. 
5. Nowadays people change jobs every three years to further their career.
6. Flexible working hours are better than fixed hours.

7. Public and private sphere are completely different in many aspects.
8. You should have a job that suits both your abilities and interests. 
9. …………………………………………………………………..

A study tip: Take these sentences and prepare cards by writing the statements on one side and its translation to the other. At first pick cards and try to translate the sentences from your native language to English. When you excel at it, in the next phase, give your opinion on the statements just like at the ESL exam.
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