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Aliens Exist
An article by Andrew Romano In NEWSWEEK, Aug 31, 2009 p24-25 

Even if E.T. exists off the silver screen, the chances that he'll discover us any time soon are vanishingly slim. After all, projects like SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) have been waiting since 1960 for aliens to make contact—without hearing the slightest peep. The good news, however, is that some scientists are finally focusing on the other side of the equation: a series of high-tech missions designed to help us find them. And even at this early stage, the circumstantial evidence they've gathered has made it clear that we're probably not alone in the universe.

Astronomers discovered that there are so-called "super-Earths" occurred outside our own cozy solar system. Although these planets are much larger and less temperate than ours, they prompted some astronomers to estimate that perhaps half of the 100 billion or so suns in the Milky Way support terrestrial, Earth-like worlds.
We've also discovered that water, the essential ingredient for life, exists elsewhere in the universe—starting with our own solar backyard. The question now is how many of those 100 billion potential Earths can we reasonably expect to have harbored H2O and served as a cradle of life, intelligent or not? Enter Kepler, an ambitious new NASA mission. Launched in March, Kepler's $600 million space telescope uses a sophisticated photometer to stare at all 100,000 stars located in a particularly promising region of the Milky Way while measuring the size and orbit of every planet that passes in front of them. The larger the shadow, the larger the planet; the more often it appears, the closer the orbit. The point is to isolate for the very first time alien worlds where temperatures are right for liquid water and possible life. By 2013 Kepler is likely to have located hundreds or even thousands of potentially habitable worlds.

Where we'll go from there is still unclear. But assuming that people are as fascinated by the discovery of real-life Earths as they are by, say, Will Smith fighting off alien invaders, we might launch a telescope designed to scan for the presence of CO2 and ozone, then invent another device to see whether these atmospheres contain oxygen. The final step is, says Borucki, the principal investigator of Kelper, “a probe that can travel near the speed of light and gets there, shows us pictures, listens to their radio stations and television stations, and gives us a much better understanding of this new planet."

We're not at the Star Trek stage yet. But given enough time and interest—and enough money—scientists believe the possibilities are limitless. So let the search continue—assuming, of course, that E.T. doesn't show up at the White House first.

1. Finish the sentences based on the information in the article.

SETI was launched…

The fact that we’re probably not alone in the universe is supported by…

The number of suns supporting Earth-like planets is…

Kepler is a telescope that investigates…

Kepler determines the size of a planet with the help of…

We don’t know what happens after…

The possibilities are limitless provided…
2. Put the steps of “a series of high-tech missions designed to help us find them” in the correct order.

launch a probe

scan for the presence of CO2 and ozone
see if these atmospheres contain oxygen
see if temperatures are right for liquid water and possible life
3. First, make full sentences by putting the verbs in the correct tense. Then, put them in the correct order to briefly summarize the article. Finally, summarize the article in your own words with the help of the sentences.
It is still unclear where we (go) from there.

Kepler (locate) hundreds or even thousands of potentially habitable worlds by 2013.

Now scientists (focus) on the other side of the equation.

SETI (wait) since 1960 for aliens to make contact.

So far they (gather) enough circumstantial evidence that (make) it clear that we (be) probably not alone in the universe.

4. Practice your ability to guess meanings. What do the words in bold letters mean in the article? Pick the right meaning.

a conjunction that is used when talking about an event or situation that might happen
to contain something, especially something hidden and/or dangerous
good enough for people to live in
to make someone decide to do something

a short high sound, like the sound a mouse or a young bird makes 
5. What does the author mean? Find the correct explanation for each expression. 
	exists off the silver screen
	it is very unlikely

	on the other side of the equation 
	it is not only on TV but in reality

	where we'll go from there
	indirect proof 

	chances are vanishingly slim
	relatively close to planet Earth

	circumstantial evidence
	from a different viewpoint/aspect

	our own solar backyard
	what to do now


6. Answer the questions below as quickly as you can. You can time yourself or compete with someone.

Find all 30 adjectives in the article (mentioned 32 times).

Which 2 adjectives are mentioned twice? 

Which adjective is superlative? (e.g. the biggest)
Which 3 adjectives are comparatives? (e.g. bigger)

How many adjectives contain –less suffix?

Which adjective can be used with the im- prefix?

7. What do you think of the article? Think about the questions below and answer them IN SPEAKING.
Do you believe that aliens exist?

Do you think we will be able to make contact with them?

Do you think we will find habitable planets? 

Do you think we will be able to populate other Earth-like planets in your lifetime?
Key

1. …in the 1960s.

…circumstantial evidence.

…100 billion or so.

…stars located in a particularly promising region of the Milky Way.

…(the size of ) its shadow.

…locating potentially habitable planets. 

…there is enough time, interest and money.

2. see if temperatures are right for liquid water and possible life

scan for the presence of CO2 and ozone

see whether these atmospheres contain oxygen

launch a probe

3. SETI has been waiting since 1960 for aliens to make contact.

Now scientists are focusing on the other side of the equation.

So far they have gathered enough circumstantial evidence that has made it clear that we are probably not alone in the universe.

Kepler will have located hundreds or even thousands of potentially habitable worlds by 2013.

It is still unclear where we will go from there.

4. a short high sound, like the sound a mouse or a young bird makes 

to make someone decide to do something

to contain something, especially something hidden and/or dangerous

good enough for people to live in

a conjunction that is used when talking about an event or situation that might happen

5. exists off the silver screen - it is not only on TV but in reality, on the other side of the equation - from a different viewpoint/aspect, where we'll go from here - what to do now, chances are vanishingly slim - it is very unlikely, circumstantial evidence - indirect proof, our own solar backyard – relatively close to planet Earth

6. silver, slim, the slightest, good, high-tech, early, circumstantial, clear, cozy, larger, less temperate, terrestrial, Earth-like, essential, solar, potential, intelligent, ambitious, sophisticated, promising, larger (2x), closer, alien, right, liquid, possible, real-life, alien, principal, much better, new, limitless

alien, larger

the slightest 
less temperate, larger, much better

one: limitless

possible
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