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Frugal Valentine

What is not to love about Valentine's Day? It is a time to show the people in our lives how much we love them by throwing expensive gifts at them and demonstrating this by the amount of money we spend. Or is it? The card companies would like us to believe that this is what makes the holiday special.

This holiday can be a tightwad's worst nightmare, but it doesn't have to be. For those of us who are tight on money, it is a great way to show how creative we can be when giving gifts and it is a wonderful time to display all of our talents. Here are a few creative and budget-friendly ideas for making this holiday special for that certain someone in your life.

1. __________________
The Valentine's Day that I loved the most was the year that we couldn't get a babysitter for our son. We were broke and could not afford a dinner out, let alone the price of getting someone to babysit. That year, I was able to really let my creativity shine through.

I got a folding table and chairs out and covered the table with a long tablecloth (you could also use a sheet). I put a candle in the center and made a steak dinner and bought a bottle of inexpensive wine.

When my husband got home, I surprised him at the door and told him that I was able to get reservations at our favorite place and showed him our table. After our son went to bed, we had the best dinner and enjoyed some wonderful conversation together. The food was superb and the price tag was just right!

2. ______________
What could say more to someone than you actually doing something for him or her? Give your spouse the day off and pick up the slack of the chores for them. Take the dog for a walk, take out the trash, wash the car, get their oil changed. Do anything that they would do that day so that they can sit and relax.

A more creative way of doing the same thing would be to create coupons. I have given my hubby a coupon book with maybe 5 coupons in it. One could be for a 15-minute back rub, another for favorite meal to be cooked (1 day notice) a hug, etc. I put them in a little book that I punch holes in & decorate the cover myself. He really enjoys this. Oops, limitations - one coupon per week please!
3. _________________
One Valentine's my husband bought a dozen roses. He gave them to me over the next couple of days, one at a time. I found one on my cookbook, another one on my car, another one on my pillow. By the end of the weekend I had received the full dozen roses. It was nice having the little surprises and wondering where the next one would turn up.
​4. ________________
Last Valentine's Day was the best ever for me. My husband had to work late on V-day, so we decided to celebrate the next evening. The only catch was that we were on a $10 spending limit. When I arrived home on Feb. 15, the house was filled with balloons and a picnic had been set on the living room floor. My husband went to Hallmark and convinced them to sell him all of their leftover Valentine's Day balloons for $5.00! I think there were about 10 balloons in all. And, they also refilled each balloon with air so that they stayed inflated for over a week! The other $5.00 was spent on deli items for the picnic and a rented movie for us to cuddle up together and watch. It was a wonderful evening!
5. _________________
Several days before Valentine's Day while I was at work I received three beautiful long stemmed red roses along with a card that read, "Roses are red...." There was no name from the sender. I called the florist to ask who had ordered them and she told me that she couldn't reveal that information. So I called the guy I was dating, and asked if he knew anything about them. I told him what I had received and I didn't understand why the card only said what it did. He said he didn't know anything about it.

The next day I received another three roses with a card that read, "Sunflowers are yeller..." I still didn't understand why there was only one line and no signature from the person who had sent them. Again, I called to see if he was involved with the great mystery. He still denied it, but he said it sounded like a riddle of some sort. Curiosity was killing me, let alone the girls at the office.

The third day brought three more roses with a card that said "I wanna be...." By then, I knew it had to be a riddle of some sort, but I still hadn't figured it out. The fourth and final three roses that completed the dozen were delivered the next day with a card that read, "Your Valentine's feller...Love, Randy"

Although the relationship didn't work out, it was the most memorable and wonderful Valentine's Day gift I had ever received.

1. The titles went missing. Find them.
A) Better Late Than...
B) Give Yourself
C) Little Surprises
D) Mystery Valentine
E) Table for Two

2. Finish the sentences based on the information from the stories.

Frugal Valentine means that…
I created coupons of…

 I received roses but I didn’t know…

When you don’t have money to go out…

It’s cheaper to buy things…

3. Find the words that go together. 

	price
	dinner

	steak
	limit

	coupon
	off

	back
	tag

	spending
	rub

	day
	table

	folding
	book


4. Fill in the gaps with some of the words you can find in the text. You have no help.
People are _____ on money these days.
It’s a sign that ____ “No dogs”.

Some can’t afford a dinner _____ . 

Why don’t you _____ the dog for a walk?

Can you _____ holes in these sheets of paper? 

The sound was like a crash of some _____ . 

I know I can do it I just haven’t ______ it out how, so far. 

I was furious, let ______ the landlady. It was her house they broke in. 

We ______ up on the sofa and watched a movie.
5. What do the authors imply or refer to? 
This holiday can be a tightwad's worst nightmare. 

The only catch was that… 

Pick up the slack of the chores for them…
6. Take another look at the text. Can you find a synonym for the words in bold letters? 

7. “Valentine's Day is a time to show the people in our lives how much we love them by throwing expensive gifts at them and demonstrating this by the amount of money we spend. The card companies would like us to believe that this is what makes the holiday special.” What do you think? Discuss!
8. Do you have a special idea for a frugal Valentine’s day? Be creative!
Key

1-E, 2-B, 3-C, 4-A 5-D
2. you don’t spend a lot of money on gifts; small services such as cooking a meal or a back rub; who sent them/from whom; you can stay in and have a nice meal at home/you can have a reservation at home; after Valentine’s day
3. Price tag, steak dinner, coupon book, back rub, spending limit, day off, folding table
4. tight, ready, out, take, punch, sort, figured, alone, cuddled

5. money is tight so it is difficult to give nice gifts; the only problem was that…; do the tasks they don’t like to do
6. cheap, appear, remaining, said
Ha hallgatni is szeretnéd a szövegértéseket, rendeld meg a Feladat Adatbázist!
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