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Saving the World for a Latte

An article by Keith Naughton and Daniel McGinn IN Newsweek, Oct 6. 2008   

(1) It's trash day in Everett, Mass., and the streets are lined with garbage cans. But as a white truck drives through this working-class suburb of Boston, there's something overshadowing the roadside cans: huge 96-gallon recycling containers. At each stop, workers wheel the bins onto hydraulic lifts on the back of the truck. They pull a lever and a mix of beer bottles, soup cans, milk jugs and newspapers spills into the truck. Before swallowing up that waste, the high-tech system scans radio-frequency ID tags in the containers and weighs how much each household recycled that week. That data is instantly transmitted to a Web site, where it's converted into points for discounts at stores like CVS or on national brands like Coke. Basically, it's like a frequent-flier program for recyclers. 

(2) Recycling now is not solely about doing the right thing. It's a pocketbook play: households get 2.5 points for every pound they recycle and can earn a maximum of 450 points a month. Each point is worth a dime, so the monthly max is $45. You can use those points for a Latte at Dunkin' Donuts or to cut your grocery bill. After all, saving the planet is fine. But saving a buck is even better.

(3) Turning trash into treasure is the idea behind RecycleBank, a four-year-old green-tech startup out of New York that runs the Everett program. The brainchild of two high-school science partners, RecycleBank hopes to be serving 1 million U.S. homes by the end of 2009. The company's simple proposition: What if you could be rewarded for recycling? The answer: soaring recycling rates in the East Coast markets where the company has rolled out. Wilmington, Del., has seen its recycling rate jump from 3 percent to 32 percent since RecycleBank arrived a year ago. In Everett, where the program launched citywide in July, the average household now recycles the equivalent of 830 pounds a year, up tenfold since the program launched. 
(4) Nationally, Americans recycle 32.5 percent of the mess we make, double the rate we recycled in 1990. Fueling that growth lately has been the move to "single-stream" recycling, where you throw all your recyclables into a single bin, rather than separating them, a convenience that made RecycleBank possible. 

(5) Wall Street investors are seeing gold in garbage. With rising demand from markets like China and India, prices for scrap material like aluminum and paper have soared, which makes recycling more attractive than ever. That's why venture capitalists put a record $161 million into recycling firms last year, up from just $17 million in 2001. And RecycleBank is one of the hottest plays.

(6) The company was born six years ago when Fordham law student Patrick FitzGerald read a New York Times story describing how the city was considering dropping recycling because it wasn't working economically. FitzGerald wondered: Would people recycle more if you gave them a financial incentive? He took that idea to his old high-school friend Ron Gonen, then an MBA student at Columbia University. Gonen convinced Columbia to kick in $100,000 to work with the idea. Today, RecycleBank has 80 employees and operates in nine states.

(7) RecycleBank makes its money from fees paid by its retail partners for online advertising and other marketing support. It also can make millions splitting the savings cities realize from diverting trash from the dump to reuse. Take Everett, which pays $76 for every ton of garbage it takes into landfills. Since RecycleBank arrived, garbage trucks are picking up 14 tons of recycling a day, instead of 3 tons. That's 11 tons of trash no longer going to the dump daily. Imagine all those savings going into your town’s pocket. 
1. Which subtitle would NOT suit the text? 

A) A startup is betting free coffees and groceries will encourage reluctant recyclers.

B) Coffee and donuts straight from garbage – in return for a little sorting out.

C) Landfills are giving out discounts on trash.

D) The recycling program has just been made rewarding.

2. Finish the sentence based on the information in the article. 

Radio-frequency IDs are used to…

For recycled garbage, residents receive…

Next year, RecycleBank aims to include in the program as many as…

Material prices increased due to…

The idea of RecycleBank was prompted by…

Single-stream recycling means that…

Aside from online advertising RecycleBank makes money from…

RecycleBank was first financially supported by…

RecycleBank first started to operate…

RecycleBank currently operates in…
3. Look for numbers. (You may need a calculator for this task.)

Increase in investment in recycling in 6 years:

Amount of money Everett saves by recycling annually (365 days):

Number of staff at the company:

Initial investment in RecycleBank:  

Recycle rate in American in 1990:

Current recycle rate in America:

Increase in recycled daily trash in Everett since the program (ton): 

Weight of trash the average Everett household recycles since the program:

Weight of trash the average Everett household recycles before the program:

4. Find the expressions that mean the same. In brackets you will find the number of paragraph you should the expression is in. 

to form rows along the sides of something(1): 

to make someone or something else seem less important  or be very close to and much taller than something (1):

to send or pass something from one person, place or thing to another(1): 
only (2): 

decrease in amount or size (2): 

an idea, plan, organization etc that someone has thought of without any help from anyone else(3): 

to increase quickly to a high level(3): 

involving all the areas of a city(3): 

having the same value, purpose, job etc as a person or thing of a different kind (3):
to make something, especially something bad, increase or become stronger(4): 

the quality of being suitable or useful for a particular purpose, especially by making something easier or saving you time(4): 

people who lend money to someone so that they can start a new business (5): 
to think about something carefully, especially before making a choice or decision(6):

something that encourages you to work harder, start a new activity etc. (6):

to divide something into separate parts and share it between two or more people(7):

to change the use of something such as time or money or to change the direction in which something travels(7): 

a place where waste is buried under the ground(7):
5. Find the synonyms. BEWARE! There is an odd one out (which is an OPPOSITE). 

	equivalent
	add to

	launch
	plummet

	soar
	charge

	fee
	corresponding

	fuel
	landfill

	split
	set in motion

	dump
	share


6. Write a formal letter to the mayor of your town describing what happens in Everett and making suggestions on how to introduce a similar program in your own town. 

7. Discuss!

After all, saving the planet is fine. But saving a buck is even better.

Use as many expressions and elements from the article as you can. First, write a quick draft of what you want to say (but not whole sentences!) then go ahead and make a brief presentation. 
Key

1. C

2. weigh how much each household recycled each week; points that are converted into discounts; 1 million U.S. homes by the end of 2009; rising demand from markets like China and India; a story in the New York Times; you throw all your recyclables into a single bin; splitting the savings cities realize; Columbia University; in the East Coast; nine American states;  
3. $305,140; $144 million; 80; $100,000; 16.25; 32.5; 11; 830; 83
4. be lined with; overshadow; transmit; solely; cut; brainchild; soar; citywide; equivalent (to); fuel; convenience; venture capitalists; consider; incentive; share; divert; landfill/dump
5. equivalent – corresponding; launch – set in motion; soar – plummet ((OPPOSITE); fuel – add to; split – share; fee – charge; dump – landfill
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