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TV’s Next Dimension
I saw the future of television. It took place at the North-American headquarters of Panasonic, where a prototype 3-D TV system was running on a 262cm plasma screen with a home theater surround-sound system. It was, in a word, stunning. Remember the first time you saw high-def television? Imagine that experience on steroids. We saw a 3-D footage shot at the Beijing Olympics, including the larger-than-life opening ceremony and a soccer game that was so vivid and lifelike than anything I’ve ever seen on a screen. It felt as if we were standing at the edge of the pitch. I’m not a big sports fan, but the first thing I thought was that this is a killer application for sports. Monday Night Football will never be the same again.

Panasonic's first 3-D sets will go on sale next year. The company hasn't announced any actual models yet, and there's no info on pricing, either, except that 3-D sets will cost more than regular HD sets. So it's still the early days. I know what you're thinking—you've seen those crazy 3-D movies, and they were at best annoying and at worst almost painful. They're loaded up with gimmicks, like shards of glass that seem to fly out of the screen. But content creators are starting to take a more subtle approach to 3-D. The idea is not to freak you out with special effects, but rather to create an immersive experience. The new 3-D content doesn't call attention to its three-dimensionality. At best, the effect becomes invisible. In fact, during the demonstration at Panasonic, I actually forgot I was watching 3-D.

Yes, you need to wear special glasses. They're not the cheap ones that you sometimes get in the movie theatre. The glasses, bulky and inconvenient, may be the biggest hurdle this technology needs to overcome to achieve widespread adoption. Who wants to sit around with a bunch of friends, all wearing goofy glasses?

Certainly the people who make movies are dying for 3-D to catch on. They're already finding that 3-D generates better box-office revenues. Now they want to extend that experience from the cinema into the home. James Cameron, director of Titanic, is making a 3-D movie called Avatar that is slated to arrive in cinemas in December. Cameron has been showing clips of the movie at conferences, and people have been impressed. A huge 3-D hit in theaters could spark a 3-D craze and create demand for 3-D sets at home. This, anyway, is what execs at Panasonic are hoping. 

To get into the 3-D game, you'll need a new TV, obviously, as well as a new Blu-ray player that can play 3-D discs, and a new HDMI cable that can handle the extra data associated with 3-D content. The first stuff you'll see will be on discs, but Panasonic expects 3-D content will be delivered on cable and satellite, and even, eventually, on broadcast TV. It took eight or nine years for HD sets to reach widespread adoption, and 3-D will likely follow a similar curve.

Panasonic execs have no doubt that 3-D will be a hit. If you still think you'll never put a 3-D set in your house, just wait until you go into a store next year and see one. And keep in mind that back in the 1990s people were saying that HD would never catch on because regular TV was already good enough. Now we've all got HD sets. In a decade or so, I bet we'll all have 3-D.

1. Fill in the gaps in the summary of the article. 
The future of television will most probably be 3D which will ________ HD. Panasonic’s new 3D television sets require people to wear ________ which are a lot more sophisticated than the _______ ones you get in the movie theater but big and not very ___________ . As soon as developers can __________ this hurdle widespread __________ is very likely. As well, a big 3D movie _________ would spark a 3D craze and create _________. Eventually, 3D could be __________ on cable and satellite. 

2. Choose the correct answer to the questions based on the information in the article.

What does the management of Panasonic hope?

A) That they need a big movie hit to create demand for 3D.

B) That their 3D is more subtle than what you see in the movie theater.

C) That no one wants to sit around with friends wearing goofy glasses.

What do you think is the author’s final opinion of 3D?

A) That it will catch on in less than five years.

B) That it needs a little more developing before it catches on.

C) That it costs too much so HD remains the leading technology for a long time.

How is Panasonic’s 3-D different from the current 3-D movies? Pick the TWO WRONG answers. 
A) It’s not as full of special effects

B) It requires wearing glasses.

C) It can be taken home.

D) It’s less disruptive.

E) 3-D effects are more visible.

F) It’s a more lifelike experience.

What does the new 3-D technology require? Pick the ONE WRONG answer.

A) a Blue-ray player

B) a 3-D disc

C) cable or satellite TV
D) a special cable

E) glasses

F) home theater surround-sound system

3. Make expressions.

	an immersive
	a craze

	to spark
	a hurdle

	to take a more
	experience

	the edge of
	subtle approach

	to overcome
	a pitch


Now, look for the sentences in the article which use the above expressions and make your own sentences. 

4. Fill in the gaps with the correct prepositions.

Extend the experience _______ the home
Showing clips _____ conferences

Create demand _____ 3D

3D movies are loaded _____ _____ special effects

Freak people _____ _____ special effects

Someone is ____ steroids
There is no information _____ the price yet

It will arrive ____ cinemas ____ December

5. Take a look at the words in bold letters in the article. Which word means what?
a trick that you do to make people notice someone or something (=stunt)

an obstacle

existing or happening in many places or situations, or among many people

happen

leaders of a company
say publicly and officially 
so clear that it seems real
6. SPEAKING: First use the expressions to make sentences then summarize the article with the help of the expressions.

Killer application

There are problems to overcome

Stunning experience

There’s no price tag on it yet

Take a more subtle approach to 3D

Will never be the same again

Will slowly catch on

Follow a similar curve to HD

Spark off a craze

Create demand

Execs are hoping

Reach widespread adoption

7. WRITING: What do you think of the new technology? 
Write a brief summary for a local newspaper. Don’t forget to say what you think about it.
Key

1. Replace, glasses, cheap, convenient, overcome, adoption, hit, demand, delivered

2. A; B; B és E; C
3. an immersive experience, to spark a craze, to take a more subtle approach, the edge of a pitch, to overcome a hurdle

4. Into, at, for, up with, out with, on, on/about, in – in
5. a trick that you do to make people notice someone or something = gimmick

an obstacle = hurdle

existing or happening in many places or situations, or among many people =widespread

happen = take place

leaders of a company = execs

say publicly and officially = announce

so clear that it seems real = vivid
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