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New Road to Hell
By Nancy GIBBS, In Time, March 24, 2008
There was a certain bracing beauty about the original seven deadly sins – pride, gluttony, melancholy (which was dropped in the 17th century in favour of sloth), lust greed, envy and anger – which among them could account for virtually all the crimes and misfortunes of mankind. Anger gives rise to violence; gluttony to waste; pride to every manner of tragedy and hurt. They were judged sufficient for the past 15 centuries, every since they were catalogued by Pope Gregory the Great. 

But not anymore. “We are losing the notion of sin,” Pope Benedict XVI warns, as attendance at confessions plummets. The culture celebrates what once it sanctioned: parents encourage pride as essential to self-esteem; a group of self-rising French chefs has petitioned the Vatican that being a gourmand is no sin. Envy is the engine of tabloid culture. Lust is an advertising strategy; anger, the basic right of the aggrieved. Most days I’d give anything for some sloth. It was the moral philosopher Mae West who observed that “to err is human, but it feels divine.” (She also advised, “When choosing between two evils, I always like to try that one I never tried before.”)
So one can understand the impulse of the Vatican to stress a broader range of sins for the modern age. Gianfranco Girotti, the No. 2 Catholic official in charge of confessions and penitence, told the Vatican’s newspaper, “You offend God not only by stealing, blaspheming or coveting your neighbour’s wife” but also by polluting, cloning, taking drugs, promoting social injustice or becoming obscenely rich. Where the standard sins are individual failings, in a global culture sin is social. “Attention to sin is a more urgent task today,” Girotti said, “precisely because its consequences re ore abundant and more destructive.”

The original mortal sins had as much to do with attitudes as with acts. Greed might lead to theft, lust to adultery, but the sin began in the heart. For many suffering patients modern research does not seem wicked: the church’s sin is their salvation. Likewise excessive wealth – leave aside the historical irony of this charge issuing from the Vatican. What do we make of Bill Gates, who, as a philanthropist, is now arguably the greatest individual force for good around the world? 
Then there is the question of punishment. For individual crimes you receive personal punishment. But when societies sin – dismissing the poor, despoiling the planet – who, exactly, should pay, and how? I am responsible for the lies I tell and have a duty to give to the poor. But what about social injustice? How do I dissect the sources to find the sin? I try not to litter, but I have to drive. Am I a sinner on days I fail to carpool? 

Sin, unlike crime, is a spiritual notion: it separates us from God. The new list is about what separates us from one another; it makes abstract the failings that once were intimate and in the process may make sin smaller, not bigger or more relevant. 

All in all, the responsibility rests with the individual but that includes the duty to take care of others as well as your own soul. 

1. Fill in the gaps with ONLY ONE WORD based on the article above.
The historical _________ of sin is shifting as the __________ celebrates what it _________ centuries or decades ago. As a consequence, Vatican __________ a broader range of sins _________ modern sins such as taking drugs, __________ social injustice, _________ or polluting. The reason behind the ________ is that the consequences are more _________ . But it gets more __________ that that: __________ wealth may be a sin but what about people who use money to do _________? What about the punishment of _________ sins? Who is __________ for those? The modern sins are less __________; they rather _________ us from each other than from God. By all means, we are ___________ for ourselves and taking ______ of others. 

2. Answer the questions with ONE WORD only.
What fuels tabloid culture?

What is the drive behind advertising?

Representatives of which occupation are arguing with Vatican?

Over which original sin are they arguing?  

What is sin like in the age of globalisation?

Concerning sin, what’s more important than act?

What did ancient sins separate us from? 

What are modern sins like if not intimate? 
3. Fill in the gaps in the sentences below with the given expressions. 

account for, attendance at, be in charge of, give rise to, 
have to do with, lead to, pay attention to, rest with
Afro-Americans ____________ 12% of the US population.

The President’s absence has ____________ speculation about his health.

Most courses involve an average of eight hours ____________ college each week.

The final decision __________ the President. 

A degree in English could __________ a career in journalism.

Their conversation ____________ work – the only thing they could talk about.

I'm sorry, I wasn't _____________ what you were saying.

He wanted to see the officer __________ the investigation.

4. What do the following words mean? There are two synonyms for each word among the three words given. Find the ODD ONE OUT. 
Manner: way, style, alteration 

Sufficient: enough, abundant, adequate
Plummet: plunge, slide, escalate
Dissect: divide, examine, lacking
Duty: responsibility, tariff, moral
Failing: resolution, flaw, defect 
Grasp: grip, understand, nettle

Arguably: actually, undoubtedly, evidently
Consequence: outcome, implication, affect

Impulse: urge, resilience, desire 

Sanction: ban, derive, embargo
Encourage: support, convent, help
Essential: underlying, crucial, impede
Destruction: devastation, relapse, demolition

5. Mahatma Gandhi speaks about public duty and presents his own version of the seven deadly sins. Fill in the gaps so that it makes sense. 

___________ without work

Pleasure without conscience

_________ without humanity

Knowledge without character

Politics without _________

_________ without morality

Worship without ________

Missing words: commerce, principle, sacrifice, science, wealth

Reason why and to what extent these sins are valid. (It’s best to do this task in a group.)
6. The article “The new road to hell” has lost its subtitle. Had you been the editor which one would you choose? (There are TWO correct answers.)

A) Vatican abandoning the notion of sin.

B) The Vatican reflects on its mortal sins for the modern age.

C) Want Salvation? Pick up your trash.

D) It’s not a sin to sin anymore?

E) The contradictory nature of Vatican judgements and representatives. 

7. Grammar point

the aggrieved / the poor / the sinner  ( ALL PLURAL

With the help of a good dictionary gather expressions like the above three. Also gather the exceptions when “the + adjective” is NOT plural. 

8. Discuss the statements.

( To err is human but it feels divine

( When choosing between two evils, I always try the one I never tried before

Explain and draw examples of your own (private/professional) life. 

What social trends lie behind the above statements? 

9. What does the author mean? Explain. 

“leave aside the historical irony of this charge [excessive wealth] issuing from the Vatican”

“old sins separate us from God whereas new sins separate us from one another”

“most days I’d give anything for some sloth”

“envy is the engine of tabloid culture”

“lust is an advertising strategy”

“anger, the basic right of the aggrieved”

10. Writing assignment.  

Modern ages call for a modernized Church. Explore the topic in approximately 200 words. Use as many expressions from the text as you can. 

Key
1. definition/meaning, society/culture, sanctioned/refused/barred, stresses/emphasizes, adding/including, promoting, cloning, shift/change, dire/serious/severe, difficult/complicated, excessive, good, social, blamed/punished, private/intimate, separate, responsible, care
2. envy, lust, chef, gluttony, social, attitude, God, abstract

3. account for, give rise to, attendance at, rest with, lead to, have to do with, pay attention to, be in charge of
4. alteration, abundant, escalate, lacking, moral, resolution, nettle, actually, affect, resilience, derive, convent, impede, relapse

5. wealth, science, principle, commerce, sacrifice

6. B,C
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