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DIY* Disasters
Based on the article in The Great British Lifestyle Magazine,  May 14, 2008, 
http://myfreelifestyle.co.uk
[image: image8.jpg]Trying to save money by doing DIY jobs around your home and garden can cost you more if you are forced to pay a professional to sort out your mess. We spend £11.3 billion every year on putting DIY mistakes right, according to a study by Yellow Pages. A third of DIY’ers admit to starting jobs without the necessary equipment, and often because they are trying to correct something they have messed up.

This is not only dangerous, but can also be rather costly. People spend an average of £1,058 each on materials and service charges after a DIY job has gone wrong.

As if that wasn’t bad enough, only 17 per cent claim to enjoy DIY in the first place, which suggests that most of us carry out DIY tasks in an attempt to save some money rather than for the love of it. Our lack of skills doesn’t make us less enthusiastic: 76 per cent of us would attempt major projects such as laying a patio, installing insulation or changing a radiator.

Clodagh Ward, director at Yell (publisher of Yellow Pages directories) says: “We know from our own data that DIY is still very popular. It’s really surprising to see the variety of home improvements that people are ready to tackle by themselves. But sometimes it can be cheaper to call upon skilled trades people for the more difficult jobs in the first instance.” 
But even when the damage is done, only 23 per cent of us would give a call to an expert to sort out a DIY disaster. Two-thirds of us would prefer to rely on family or friends to help them try to put things right, although women are more likely to call for help than men – 72 per cent of women compared with 51 per cent of men.

One in seven men don’t know when to give up. These guys usually make the problem worse by trying to fix it themselves. With this, they are risking the value of their property as well. Philip Bullman, chairman of the National Association of Estate Agents, says: “DIY disasters can cost hundreds, sometimes thousands of pounds to put right, and in the end these can reduce the value of a property. Many people are choosing to improve their homes themselves. While this can add value if done properly, people should think carefully about home improvement projects and consult professionals before they start. The costs of repairing can easily double the bill.”
Ward agrees that when in doubt it’s always best to seek professional advice and get expert help. “This leaves DIY’ers with more time to do the things they really enjoy,” he says. 

*DIY=Do-It-Yourself: when people build or repair things at home by themselves instead of buying them or paying for a professional service

	1. Match the underlined words and phrases in the first 3 paragraphs with their meaning.

	
	= quite expensive
	
	= the right tools

	
	= say that something is true
	
	= done with serious mistakes

	
	= have to
	
	= try to do something


2. Find phrases in the text with similar meanings. Choose from the phrases in boxes.

	and not because of something else
	
	because they are trying to
	 

	in one’s opinion
	
	if you are not sure
	 


3. Sometimes the same word can be used as a noun and a verb. Look at these words from the text and write examples where they are used as a) a noun / b) a verb.

	call
	noun
	

	
	verb
	

	attempt
	noun
	

	
	verb
	

	cost
	noun
	

	
	verb
	


· How do you know the word was used as a noun or a verb?

4. The words below are used as either nouns or verbs in the text. Find the example from the text and write it next to the correct category.
	study
	noun
	

	
	verb
	

	love
	noun
	

	
	verb
	

	doubt
	noun
	

	
	verb
	

	risk
	noun
	

	
	verb
	

	force
	noun
	

	
	verb
	

	claim
	noun
	

	
	verb
	


5. Write sentences with the words above for the other category.
6. Some of these phrases containing numbers are from the text. Complete the sentences on the left with these phrases. (Use the illustrations for help.)
thousands of, 2/3, £11.3 billion, one in seven, 12.7%, every second, 6 out of 10
	· _______________ people in Hungary spend their summer holiday abroad.

· How friendly were they? I’d give _____ points __________.

· The group meets _______________ day.

· _______________ people wanted to get into the concert hall.

· According to a study, we spend _______________ every year on putting DIY mistakes right. 
· _______________ of the US population live in poverty.
· More than _______________ of the Earth’s surface is covered with oceans.
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7. Practice saying these numerals. Try to express them in a different way. Add about, almost, more than if necessary.
¾ 
65%

3,500,000
10 out of 100

3,210
$ 230.40

1 in 9
1/5

8. Are these statements true (T) or false (F) according to the text?
	1) Most DIY’ers enjoy what they are doing.
	
	2) Most people try to do difficult tasks around the house themselves.
	

	3) If you start DIY you will always lose money.
	
	4) DIY can be more expensive than paying an expert.
	

	5) If you cannot finish a project, it’s best to call a skilled tradesperson to do it for you.
	
	6) Philip Bullman says that houses with DIY improvements are more expensive.
	


9. Give short answers.

1) Why isn’t it a good idea to do DIY without the necessary equipment?
2) What is the main reason for people to do DIY jobs?

3) What DIY jobs are mentioned in the text?

4) Who should you call to help after a DIY job has gone wrong?

5) How are women different from men if they have a problem?
10. SPEAKING
· Based on the text, give advice to your friend who wants to repair the roof of his/her house. (Use should/shouldn’t).
Key

1 
	rather costly
	= quite expensive
	necessary equipment
	= the right tools

	claim
	= say that something is true
	messed up
	= done with serious mistakes

	are forced to
	= have to
	attempt
	= try to do something


2

	and not because of something else
	rather than
	because they are trying to
	 in an attempt to

	in one’s opinion
	according to
	if you are not sure
	 when in doubt


3
	call
	noun
	give a call to an expert – line 19

	
	verb
	it can be cheaper to call upon skilled trades people – line 17

	attempt
	noun
	in an attempt to save some money – line 12

	
	verb
	would attempt major projects – line 13

	cost
	noun
	The costs of repairing can easily double the bill  - line 29

	
	verb
	DIY jobs around your home and garden can cost you more – line 1 OR
DIY disasters can cost hundreds – line 25


4
	study
	noun
	according to a study by Yellow Pages – line 4

	
	verb
	

	love
	noun
	rather than for the love of it – line 13

	
	verb
	

	doubt
	noun
	when in doubt – line 30

	
	verb
	

	risk
	noun
	

	
	verb
	they are risking the value of their property as well – line 24

	force
	noun
	

	
	verb
	you are forced to pay – line 2

	claim
	noun
	

	
	verb
	17 per cent claim to enjoy DIY – line 11


6
One in seven people in Hungary spend their summer holiday abroad.

How friendly were they? I’d give 6 points out of 10.
The group meets every second day.

Thousands of people wanted to get into the concert hall.

According to a study, we spend £11.3 billion every year on putting DIY mistakes right. 
12.7% of the US population live in poverty.
More than 2/3 of the Earth’s surface is covered with oceans.
7
	
	you say:
	other ways to express:

	¾ 
	three-fourths / three-quarters
	75% / three out of four

	65%
	sixty-five percent
	more than a half / almost three-quarters

	3,500,000
	three million five hundred thousand / three point five million / three and a half million
	

	10 out of 100
	ten out of a hundred
	10% /1 in 10 / one-tenth

	3,210
	three thousand two hundred and ten
	more than 3,000 / thousands / about three and a half thousand

	$ 230.40
	two hundred and thirty dollars forty
	almost $230.5

	1 in 9
	one in nine
	almost 10% / about one-tenth / …

	1/5
	one-fifth / a fifth
	20%, 1 in 5


8

	1) Most DIY’ers enjoy what they are doing.
	F
	2) Most people try to do difficult tasks around the house themselves.
	T

	3) If you start DIY you will always lose money.
	F
	4) DIY can be more expensive than paying an expert.
	T

	5) If you cannot finish a project, it’s best to call a skilled tradesperson to do it for you.
	T
	6) Philip Bullman says that houses with DIY improvements are more expensive.
	F


9

1 It can be more expensive and it is dangerous. (It can also make your house less valuable.)

2 to save money

3 laying a patio, installing insulation, changing a radiator

4 an expert / a professional / a skilled tradesperson

5 Women are more likely to ask for help from a professional (after a DIY failure).
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