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Pachinko: Man and Machine
Original text by Keiko Imai, TOPICS Online Magazine, Issue 9
www.topics-mag.com

Pachinko doesn't look dangerous. It's not at all violent. It's a simple game but it has become a social problem in Japan. Many accidents happen because people just can't stop playing. Like tobacco and alcohol, pachinko can cause addiction, turning people into "pachinkoholics".

1)

If you have no idea how to play pachinko, imagine a pinball machine that you can find in game halls. Pachinko is played in pachinko parlors. People sit in front of machines and play with small silver-colored balls. Players move small handles under the right side of the machine. There are some gates in the machine, and if the ball falls through these gates, players can get more balls and have a chance to win a lot of money. This is of course very difficult, so most people get nothing. Of course, you have to pay for the balls. Twenty balls cost about 100 Yen. This is not a lot of money, but you can lose the balls very quickly. It is easy to use up 20 balls in 30 seconds, and you don't want to go home without a prize!

2)

People with an addiction to pachinko always feel the need to play. If they can't go to a pachinko parlor, they are irritated and angry. Some people even become violent in their family, while others feel depressed and do nothing. In extreme cases, the pachinkoholic's hands tremble, and some of them cry and shout. There are people who have lost their jobs because of the game. They hope to win money, so they continue playing – and losing more.

	
	


3)

Nowadays it is not only men who suffer from this addiction. Sadly, when women get into pachincoholism, their children are also in danger. Last year, a housewife with the addiction left her baby in the car and went into a parlor to play pachinko. It was a hot summer day and when she went back to the car, it was too late. Her baby had already died.

4)

It is very difficult for pachinkoholics to say no to the drug. If they want to get well, they have to be very strong. There are a few techniques to help them: one solution is to keep a diary. They write how much money they spend on pachinko, and they should try to spend less week after week. Also, they should write about their feelings, and then read the diary many times. However, most people cannot get out of the game without their families' help. It can be easier to win at pachinko than against it.

1. Read the article and match the titles with the paragraphs. THERE IS A TITLE WHICH YOU DO NOT NEED.

A. Nobody is safe 

B. A game for the family

C. What is pachinko?
D. Trying to solve the problem 

E. Signs of a "pachinkoholic"
2.  Complete the table with the help of the example.

	What is the cause?
	Who is the person?
	What is the "illness"?

	pachinko
	pachinkoholic
	pachinkoholism

	alcohol
	
	

	
	chocoholic
	

	
	
	workaholism

	
	shopaholic
	


3. Which subtitle does NOT go with the article?

A) Social Problems – Big in Japan
D) When the Machine is Stronger

B) The Real Price of the Game
E) Players Should be Careful

C) The Winner Takes it All
F) Not a Game for the Family

4. Use the underlined phrases from the article to complete these sentences. Use the correct verb form.

1. My mother _________________ after she lost her dog.

2. I heard that your sister is in hospital. I hope she _________________ soon.

3. I _________________ what to buy Peter for Christmas.

4. She is very helpful and kind. She always _________________ help other people.

5. If you don't buy a lottery ticket, you _________________ win the jackpot.

6. Many jobs are _________________ because of the economic crisis.

5. "A housewife with the addiction" is a shorter way to say "a housewife who has got the addiction". Complete the table with the missing phrases.

	a housewife with the addiction 
	(
	 a housewife who has got the addiction

	a man with a gun 
	
	

	
	
	 a car that has got a sunroof

	teenagers with problems 
	
	

	children without parents 
	
	

	homes with no running water 
	
	

	
	
	 a question that hasn't got an answer


6. SPEAKING 

· Read paragraph 1 again. Cover the story and try to explain how to play pachinko. (Give instructions.)

· Read the article again. Tell your friend about the dangers of playing pachinko.

7. WRITING 

Imagine a day in the life of a pachinkoholic. Write a diary entry. Use these prompts to help you:

- job?

- how much time you spent playing

- how much money you spent

- your feelings?


Today is Wednesday. I got up at …

Key

1. 

1) C; 2) E; 3) A; 4) D

2. 

	What is the cause?
	Who is the person?
	What is the "illness"?

	pachinko
	pachinkoholic
	pachinkoholism

	alcohol
	alcoholic
	alcoholism

	chocolate
	chocoholic
	chocoholism

	work
	workaholic
	workaholism

	shopping
	shopaholic
	shopaholism


3. 

C – there is no information about winners in the article

4. 


1. felt depressed


2. gets well  // will get well


3. have no idea


4. feels the need to


5. don't / won't have a chance to


6. in danger

5. 

	a housewife with the addiction 
	 a housewife who has got the addiction

	a man with a gun 
	 a man who has got a gun

	a car with a sunroof 
	 a car that has got a sunroof

	teenagers with problems 
	 teenagers who have problems

	children without parents 
	 children who haven't got parents

	homes with no running water 
	 homes which have no running water

	a question without an answer 
	 a question that hasn't got an answer


Spórolj időt a tanulással! Készülj a vizsgára tanulókártyákkal!
INSTANT Nyelvtan: az összes fontos angol nyelvtani szerkezet a zsebedben

INSTANT Szóbeli: okos gondolatok, amik kihúznak a vizsgán a bajból.

INSTANT Start: 600 kifejezés 200 kártyán mondatban, hogy könnyen megjegyezd.

Ingyenes hanganyaggal 1890Ft-tól.
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