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The Pit-Bull Problem

America's most-notorious dog wants to be sweet but well-meaning humans mess it all up. 

An article by Joan Raymond IN Newsweek Web Exclusive Oct 30, 2009 

A 10-acre land just outside Los Angeles is pit-bull Nirvana. It's called Villalobos Rescue Center and it's run by Tia Maria Torres, a pit-bull lover. Torres has found homes for thousands of pits since the rescue center opened its doors 15 years ago. Some of these animals were threw out and left alone. Some were shelter dogs waiting to be killed. Others were taken from drug dealers or fighting rings. And some—like Mouse, a small white pit bull—are victims of nature, the so-called Hurricane Katrina dogs of New Orleans.
It's a 24/7 job, but Torres gets help from a volunteers, her four children, and six ex-prisoners, who she calls her "pit bulls on legs." Her work is filmed in a new six-part documentary, Pit Bulls and Parolees, on Animal Planet. You'd have to be cold-hearted to not feel something for what these dogs have gone through.

There are anywhere from 5 million to 10 million pit-bull-type dogs in the U.S. today. People often adopt these dogs for all the wrong reasons and they can do more harm than good. Let's face it: pit bulls are the public enemy. 

Torres knows all about the pit bull's people problem. "Oh, my God, I see it all the time," she says. "Some of these people don’t know anything. They get a pit and then they want to get rid of it when it shakes a toy and barks. They don't understand why it loves everybody, but hates dogs. It's insane. And it's hurting the pit bull." Yes, pit bulls can be dog aggressive (as are many other types of dogs) and the dogs need a smart owner to keep them in line. Dog aggression can be managed by a simple training program.

At the same time, pits are among the most human-friendly dogs. In tests which measure stability and friendliness the American pit-bull terrier scored 85.3 percent, higher than a golden retriever. Their human-friendly nature remains strong even in horrific circumstances. "I thought I was going to meet a bunch of Tasmanian devils," says Dr. Frank MacMillan, a veterinarian who is working with some 20 rescued pit bulls "I was very surprised at how sweet they were."

At Villalobos, Torres does a long interview with potential adopters. She wants to know what kinds of dogs they had in the past, if there are kids in the house, if it's a multidog household, if they have a cat, and what they want from their pit. Once they answer those questions, Torres tries to match them up with the right pit bull. "Everybody thinks they want a Ferrari, when they really need a Yugo," she says. "The good thing about a pit is that some of them can be high energy, others just want to watch TV. "

But things might be looking up for the pit-bull. "People are having a lot more empathy for the pit," says Torres. "They understand that this is a great dog." 
CURIOUS? Watch the video about Torres’ show here: http://animal.discovery.com/tv/pitbulls-and-parolees/
1. Are the statements below true (T) or false (F)? 
The pit-bull is more friendly and stable than a golden retriever. 

If you train a pit bull it won’t be aggressive anymore with other dogs.

Pit-bulls are the most loved dogs is America. 

Torres started working with pit-bulls 15 years ago.

Most people adopt a pit-bull after careful consideration. 

Mouse lost its owners in a hurricane.

There are many types of dogs that hate other dogs. 

2. Answer the questions based on the information in the article.
Which channel will show a documentary of Torres’s work?

What is the only bad thing about the pit-bull?

How many pit-bulls are there in the US?

How many kids does Torres have? 

How many helpers does Torres have altogether?

What causes the pit-bull problem? 

3. Match the explanations with the expressions in bold letters in the article. 

· A family with more than one dog:
· Something or someone that everyone else hates: 

· Cause trouble, damage or injury:

· in extremely bad conditions:

· People who may take a dog home:

· A decision based on something that is not right:

4. Make sentences by using all elements.
· at how I surprised sweet they very was were
· a dog great is understand that they this
· a dogs in keep line need owner smart them to 
· 5 10 are dogs in million pit-bull-type the there to U.S. 
· among are dogs human-friendly most pit-bulls the 
5. Put the words in the correct column. 

friendly, friendliness, aggressive, aggression, adopter, harmless, harm, surprising, surprise, stable, stability    
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6. SPEAKING

Make an interview with a potential adopter. Ask all the question Tia Maria Torres would ask and add some of your own questions. 

7. WRITING 

If you have a dog or a cat write a short report about its daily routine and its personality. If you haven’t got a pet write about what kind of pet you would like to have and why.
Key

1.

T, T, F, T, F, T, T

2. 

Animal Planet

It hates other dogs

5-10 million

four

ten

People adopt them for all the wrong reasons

3.

a multidog household, public enemy, do harm, in horrific circumstances, potential adopters, for all the wrong reasons

4.
I was very surprised at how sweet they were.

They understand that this is a great dog.

Dogs need a smart owner to keep them in line.

There are 5 to 10 million pit-bull-type dogs in the U.S..

Pit-bulls are among the most human-friendly dogs.

5.

Adjectives: friendly, aggressive, harmless, surprising, stable

Nouns: friendliness, aggression, adopter, harm, surprise, stability
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