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An Island On One’s Own

By Sonia Kolesnikov-Jessop IN NEWSWEEK, Nov 10, 2008, pp. 69

 

[image: image1.jpg](1) There are thousands of private islands for sale all over the world, at every price. And they're getting cheaper, mirroring the housing market in general. "In recent months, we've started to see many dramatic price reductions," says Alexis Pappas, director of Private Island Inc. "Some island owners have definitely had been hit by the credit crisis and are looking for quick sales."

(2) Not surprisingly, location is everything. The lowest-priced islands are typically found in Nova Scotia, Canada; areas of Maine and Michigan; and certain parts of Central America, while the more expensive are found in Europe, the Bahamas and the Oceanic countries like French Polynesia. Current offerings include the untouched Long Island (West) off the east coast of Nova Scotia, which is on the market for $106,000. North of Stockholm, a wooded private island with a cozy three-bedroom house and guesthouse is on sale for $754,000.

(3) Island shoppers often want to buy an island with palm trees and white sandy beaches but end up buying one with pine trees and rocky shores in Canada, Scandinavia, northern Europe or the Atlantic. "Most people take their holidays in June, July and August, and in those areas, the climate is very pleasant then," says Pappas. "In many tropical areas, it's too hot and humid."

(4) Technology has made it easier than ever to turn any island into paradise. State-of-the-art systems can generate electricity or purify water, and prefabricated houses make construction quick. However, owning an island is not for everyone. "You should find out if you're really an island person before you buy," says Pappas. "That means someone who can stand the quietness of island life, who respects and lives with nature and who can manage unforeseeable situations like the electricity not working." It helps if you like the Tom Hanks movie "Castaway" too.
1. Answer the questions in MAXIMUM of TWO words based on the information in the article. 
How are the prices of private islands changing?

What causes the change in the prices?

What makes life on an island easier?

How many locations are listed in the article…

--where islands cost less?

--where islands cost more?

What kind of island do people want to buy most often?

What’s the most important characteristic of an island? 

2. Finish the sentences based on the information in the article.

Price reductions are __________ .

Because of the credit crisis some island owners want to make a _________ _________.

In June July and August, tropical islands are ________  _________ .

With the help of technology you can turn an island ________  _________ .

3. Find the expressions in the article that mean the same. In brackets, you find the paragraph number and if it is a verb (v), adjective (a), or a noun (n). 
when two things are very similar to each other and they seem to copy each other (1) (v):
having a warm and pleasant atmosphere and being comfortable (2) (a):

people who want to buy an island (3) (n):

when the air is very wet and usually hot (3) (a):
a structure that is quick an easy to build anywhere because it is build from parts (4) (a):

an event, situation that could not see coming and could not predict or plan (4) (a):
4. Make expressions.
	current
	water

	generate
	offerings

	purify
	sale

	price
	house

	a quick
	reductions

	a cozy
	electricity


5. Fill in the gaps with the expressions that are given below. 
can stand, end up, find out if, take holiday, turn into 

Can you __________ there is a bus to Devon?

If you save money you will never ___________ like him. 

He changed a lot; he __________ a real smart and caring man.

If you ___________ the crowd you’ll enjoy the concert. 

Don’t call me at work. I will ____________ before Christmas and New Years Eve.  

6. Think and discuss. 

Are you an “island person”? Why? Why not? 
If you had the money would you buy a private island? Why? Why not?

7. Writing.

My private island

In 100 words describe what would your private island look like and what would you have on the island. 

Key

1. going down; credit crisis; technology; 3; 3; tropical; location   
2. dramatic, quick sale, too humid, into a paradise

3. mirror (verb), cozy, island shoppers, humid, prefabricated, unforeseeable

4. current offerings, generate electricity, purify water, price reductions, a quick sale, a cozy house

5. find out if, end up, turn into, can stand, take holiday
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